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Chapter 91, The Massachusetts Public Waterfront Act
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Chapter 91: An Overview and Summary

Tha Commamwealit's primary mesl mmmm#wmmumnmmmhmﬁmmmnm
mwmmmmmmwhmmmmhmmmmm dates btk to the earlinst days of
the Magsachusefls Bay Colory, most notatly in the Colonial Ordinaroes of T641-1647.
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MCE 10 afy Gne person, but rather to the pubic ot lange.

The aldest program of 5 kind in the nation, Chapter 91 mhmmwmmlmmm%mmﬂﬁm
tidelands, great ponds and cormain rivens snd Stream-.
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Commstimealtl Sdslunds, proivies feciteien 1o enlame public use and snjoymen ol e wstcr,

* Seeks 1o probect and extond poblic strofling rights, as wel s public ravigation rights.
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*  AEiues removal o repasr of unsabe or hazardous siractares.

h&mm.ﬂmﬂlmhﬂww % wital, espocially heciss many of the faseest gresang regeons of the s, such as the Morh Shorg, Seuth
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Additional Resources
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Lanedt Ponds - Any project located in, on, ower of under the water of a great porel. A great pond ks defired a8 ary nond o like that centalned mans than 10 3ores
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Lst of Greurt Bands in Masachusects fmedurisiscan
= Mon-Tios Rivers ard S(reams - mmanIMImmmmﬂwwmﬂmmmmmw.w

upsireanm o downistream within the rher basin, mhmmmmhwumwmwwm.mmm
Rivav, the Merrimack Rkver and portions of the Westfield River ar within jurisdiction.

Activities Requiring Authorization

There ane fva basic types of activities subjeer b Chapter 51 Atharization. These incude both new snd exdsting urauthorized acthities, and are as follows:

- ih'l.u:h.rru-mﬂmmﬂmmmﬂﬂmmHMWHWMMthﬁnmm
fimited to: piers, wharvd, danms, seawalls, veirs, bonms, breakwaners, budkheads, ripraps, PRI, e, pilws, lines, groire, reads, culverts, bridges,
Buiicings, parking fots, cabiles, pipes, conduits, tunvels, wines, floats, ste
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MmeMT#hmﬂmmmmﬂmMﬁdm spils.

= Oredging - Rernoval of materals, inclucing but mot imited bo rocks, bottom sediments, detins, £aridl, rafuse, plent or animal matier, in sy excavaling, ceaning,
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dispand.
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Activities Not Requiring Authorization
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®  Fipafines, cables, corduits. sewsers and aquadincts entirely emibedded in the soll bereath such river of strear; and
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ltrars stabilzation.

Types of Authorization

Thae feur et of Chagpter 7 licermes ane:

* MassDEP Watersin Linense - All acthities subject to the jurissietion of Chapter 91 RGN 3 Etareland Waiereays Boerse uniess they are sligibie fior one of 1re
Githar ihriee sothoanrations s belowy

®  MassDEP Warsresys Permit - Activitios not insobving wWork on SUrechsfs e fill enary apply for & M B EP Waterways Parmit. These acthities. inclyss Beget
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FRASDES
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¥ Temahaies @ stuctursl sitenation of Change in use that is not Semgl pursiant bo 310 CMR 5,055,

o Hﬂmmrmmmhmmwm1mﬂnwm SLACULES Sl lmmhmﬁhhwmwmﬂuﬂm:thmamw
hﬂmﬂmhﬁ-nﬂ:hﬁwmwwﬂumarmmhudmwmmmfmhmmm.mw
mi'lMMIWMHWHMWWWHMHBWﬂWMMWMu
ratiz. Mo piles may be plaged without proper Chapier 91 sulbasizasion mmmamwmmmwm

LT T 1 - ad w1t el L,



B2 840 AN MN.MWMWM|MM

mﬁyﬁmm“ﬂmdmhﬁﬂﬂﬂ.uﬂmmwwmmm Commerrapatts Bdelands, which generally ane arcas serward of mean low
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examples of eher public benefits cbaained through the Chapter 91 Boersing prooes include;

% Swrolling rights in lrtertidal sreas

*  Fedastrian and waterTron wallwirys

*  Dinghy docks

*  Public boat kindings

*  Public Restredims

®  Publlc Meeting Booms

= Trarmient dodage

#  Publi water iransportation laciities and servges

= Creation af parkdand

*  Baaat farmps

= Piers snd Neats for public recreational boanding faciinies
*  Fishing plers

*  Public sailing programs

*  Interpretiee Displey

*  Inusrior Facilities of Pubilic Aceammodation in private bulldings, such 25 restaurants, MUsEoms and retsl siones

MNavigating the Process

The folliedng b5 o genenal description of the Chapter 57 apgplicstion process. See Chapder 91 Forms Oinked Mhifwlpphndmimmmmuwuﬁwp
Riegutation Program for mone specific procedural mequiremenits

Licensing Procedures for Water-Dependent Use and Nonwater-Dependent Use Projicts:
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baferg MassDEP may publish public notice of a Chapter 91 appiicacian,
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o be complene, & fe number will be assieoned,

Deaereninang Water Depanidency - Onoe an applicaticn & assigned (o 3 revieasr hﬂwﬂwdmwnﬂmnm.mw.
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Key Actions
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MassDEP Waterways Pragram
Related Guides

Watenways Fermitting - Frequently Asked Questions
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